John Champion



Professional qualification
Entered onto roll of solicitors of England & Wales in 1994.


Present status and early career
John is a full-time independent arbitrator, acting out of the Singapore-based company - Champion Resolutions Pte Ltd. He specializes in international commercial arbitration, with a particular focus on shipping, trade/commodities, insurance/reinsurance, as well as upstream and downstream oil and gas, renewable energy, and onshore/offshore construction.  He has been based in Singapore since 1996, and has arbitration experience in connection with most countries in the region, as well as those countries further afield that have interests here. John has also acted as mediator on half a dozen disputes, mainly involving maritime and/or insurance issues.

Before becoming an independent arbitrator at the end of 2012, John first became acquainted with London maritime and commercial/insurance arbitration, from 1992 as an article clerk at HFW. He was transferred into the Singapore office in 1996, making partnership in 2001. In 2006 John was invited to lead and develop Clyde & Co’s Singapore-based Southeast Asian regional disputes practice (other than aviation),and spent the next six years doing this.

Time spent at these two leading maritime dispute firms was an instructive adventure.  Whilst in practice John was regularly recommended by the leading legal directories including Chambers Global, Legal 500, Who’s Who Legal, and the Euromoney guide to the world’s leading lawyers.


Familiarity with associations and intitutions
With about 30 years in Singapore, half of which spent as a full-time arbitrator, John is now approaching 130 appointments.  These have been made under various rules, including DIAC, HKIAC, ICC, LCIA, LMAA, SCMA, SIAC and UNCITRAL. John also has experience of arbitration under other rules including LME, ARIAS and SCC, as well as WTO dispute resolution procedure. The applicable law has been that of England and Wales, or Singapore. 


Origin of appointments
Appointments have come from the parties, their representatives, already appointed tribunal members, as well as the Court of the LCIA; various Presidents of SIAC, the Chairman of the SCMA, the ICC National Committee, and SIAC as the appointing authority in Singapore for ad hoc UNCITRAL arbitration.  Appointments have included being a panel member, presiding/chair, or sole arbitrator.  He has also been appointed under both the SIAC emergency, and expedited procedures.

Membership and fellowship
John was a fellow of the CIArb from 2000-2025, and has been, and remains, a fellow of SIArb and a member of MIArb, from about 2001. He is on the LCIA Asia Pacific Users’ Council.


Panel memberships and the like
DIAC - list (previously EMAS, as it then was) SCMA, SIAC, SIArb (primary) AIADR, JCAA, LMAA supporting member accepting appointments.


Main areas of marine related experience

Maritime related contractual disputes
John has experience of disputes arising under a very broad range of commercial and fact scenarios.  Many types of commercial documents are involved, including but are not limited to; Share sale agreements, commodity sale contracts, Letters of credit, Guarantees, Ship management contracts, Charterparties, COAs and Bills of lading. Shipyard build and repair contracts, ship sale contracts.

Many issues have arising including ascertaining whether cargo has been loaded or delivered, and in what quantity and quality. Ballasting of vessel, reasonableness of lien exercise, Main engine damage and bunker purification, catfines and condition of bunkers, Substitution of vessel.  Port safety and harbour surges, Over pressurization by nitrogen blanketing. Liability for price changes due to timing of shipments, Frustration and force majeure caused by various circumstances including new government regulations/ weather.  Subrogated claims, demurrage, detention, validity of NOR. The effect of civil disturbance, coups, wars etc., on contracts. Non-payments for various reasons, and many aspects of insolvencies or rearrangements in multiple jurisdictions, recently including Korea, Czech Republic and UAE. 

Energy and natural resources/ offshore construction/ subsea
Offshore sub-sea installation of jackets/rigs/legs, Delays to projects due to weather.
Damage to long hydro-tunnel to hydro-electric power station, and AUV/ROV inspections.
Damage to pipeline. Offshore windfarm installation dispute in Germany, Offshore contracting dispute in DRC. Current change by land reclamation causing damage to SBM. Saturation diving system hire. Offshore installation disputes.

Shipbuilding conversion and repair
Right to cancel based on delay. Right to cancel due to re-arrangement of hull numbers, right to cancel due to other factors, Consequences of cancellation and rights to IP, Guarantees, Shipyard cranes falling over and consequences. Building contracts for ships, rigs, and barges. Damage caused to vessels being repaired. Delays to build. Condition of vessels on delivery to buyer. Liability for taxes and customs duties on components imported for construction. classification of vessels.


Other commercial experience
John has past in-house commercial experience as legal advisor to a large metals trading team,  former NED for the Singapore-based offshoot of a Scandinavian bulk shipping owner, and insurance company solvency rating in S&P related company. Hence he has received appointments where an appointing clause required an arbitrator with one or more of the following experiences: commercial, maritime, insurance or commodity trading.


Experience with arbitrators within tribunals
Empanelled with a wide range of arbitration and market specific experts, including Judges (from Singapore, London, Hong Kong and Dubai),  SCs, KCs, Professors, a former AG, and the authors or co-authors of several leading texts on international arbitration.


Education 
University College, London			BA (hons) Philosophy 2i		1987
College of Law, London 			Common Professional Exam 	1991
College of Law, London 			Law Society Finals			1992
University of London (external)		LLM-merit				2003
(LLM was based on Carriage of goods by sea; Marine Insurance; Insurance and Admiralty law).


