	Name :	Professor Dr. Colin Ong KC
Date of Birth :	1967
Nationality :	Brunei
Country of Residence:	Brunei
Language(s) : Spoken	Chinese, Malay (Bahasa Indonesia and
 Malaysia) and English
Language(s) : Written	Malay (Bahasa Indonesia and Malaysia)
 and English
Email:	legal@onglegal.com
Telephone:	+6732420913
	[image: ]



Profession :	Arbitrator and King’s Counsel
Academic & Professional Qualification(s) :
Professor Colin Ong is King’s Counsel at 36 Stone (England); Counsel and Chartered Arbitrator at Eldan Law LLP (Singapore) and Senior Partner at Dr Colin Ong Legal Services (Brunei). He has extensive court experience and has several important reported judgments in Brunei, England and Singapore. He is regularly instructed as lead counsel in major international commercial, construction, investment and shipping arbitrations including seats in Brunei, Canada, China, England, France, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and the UAE. 
LLB (Sheffield), LLM, PhD in Law (Queen Mary, London). Chartered Arbitrator, FCIArb, FMIArb, FSIArb and DipLCArb.

31 years legal experience. 24 years as arbitrator in various fields including marine related matters, charter party; coal; commodities; marine insurance; offshore oil and gas projects; shipbuilding, ship sale and purchase arbitration, international trade; pipeline construction and upstream oil and gas. Financing work and arbitrator experiences for FPSO and LNG vessels; offshore construction joint ventures; and refinery projects.
Professional Membership(s):
FCIArb, FMIArb, FSIArb; DiplCArb and Chartered Arbitrator.
First non-senior judge from ASEAN to be elected Master of the Bench of the Inner Temple (2010). First ASEAN national lawyer appointed Queen's Counsel (now King’s Counsel). Advocate & Solicitor (Brunei and Singapore); Visiting professor at Civil law jurisdictions. He is the president of the Arbitration Association Brunei Darussalam; advisory member of the China-ASEAN Legal Research Centre; Chairman of the International Advisory Board of the Thailand Arbitration Center (THAC); Chairman of Advisory Board, Japan Institute for International Arbitration Research and Training (JIIART); Council Member of Hong Kong Centre of International Commercial Arbitration and appointments council of the Chinese-European Arbitration Centre, Hamburg, Germany (CEAC); vice president of APRAG; Advisor, China-ASEAN Legal Research Center; ICC Commission on Arbitration and ICCA-Queen Mary Task Force (Costs and Security for Costs). Former Principal Legal Consultant, ASEAN Centre for Energy; Panel Member (Brunei Darussalam nominee) of ASEAN Protocol on Enhanced Dispute Settlement Mechanism; and Former positions include Vice President, LCIA (Asia-Pacific Users' Committee); Chairman, Regional Arbitral Institutes Forum (RAIF); and vice chair of the IBA arbitration committee.
Recognised in legal directories including Who’s Who Legal: Thought Leaders (Arbitration) and leading 30 global practitioners in Expert Guides: Best of the Best 2017, 2019 and 2021 (Arbitration). In 2011, he was named as one of the leading 45 arbitration practitioners under 45 years old by GAR (2011). Listed by Lexology as a Thought Leader in Arbitration, Construction and Litigation since 2019.
Career & Professional Experience:
Presiding arbitrator or arbitrator in over 380 disputes governed under mainly Civil Law but also Common Law and under major arbitration institution rules including AAA, BANI, HKIAC, ICC, LCIA, LMAA, KLRCA, SCMA, SIAC, TAI and the UNCITRAL. He has wide experience in may cases in diverse applicable laws including Brunei, Chinese, Dutch, English, Indian, Indonesian, Malaysian, Hong Kong, Philippine, Singapore, Swiss, Thai, Turkish, UEA and Vietnam law. 
Dr. Ong has also been lead counsel or co-counsel in numerous arbitrations and disputes over a 33-year period. Accredited Arbitrator of over 18 national and international arbitral institutions.
He was lead advocate for Perusahaan Gas Negara before the Singapore Court of Appeal in PGN v CRW [2015] SGCA 30 [leading to GAR Awards 2016 Runner-up "Most Important Reported Decision of 2015".]

Counsel for PGN in an earlier arbitration that led to CRW v. PGN [2011] SGCA 33, which influenced FIDIC to release its FIDIC Guidance Memorandum in April 2014. He was the lead advocate for PetroVietnam before the Singapore High Court in PVN v PM [2024] SGHC 244 and the Singapore Court of Appeal in PM v PGN [2025] SGCA 50. This was the first reported court decision in the world on treatment of remission under Article 34(4) of the Model Law and sets out all of the significant Singapore arbitration related decisions on setting aside and remission.
Legal Knowledge relating to Shipping, Arbitration Practice and Procedure:
He is and has been a Visiting Law Professor and has been teaching arbitration and advocacy at various universities including Chuo University (Japan); Southwest University of Political Science and Law (China); Padjadjaran University (Indonesia). Former visiting professor at King's College (London); University of Malaya; Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia; Queen Mary (London); University of Hong Kong; Universitas Indonesia and National University of Singapore. Has over the course of the last 15 years been teaching the Fellowship courses for both the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and the Singapore Institute of Arbitrators.
Legal Directories have described him as:
"an arbitrator with exceptional knowledge of the detail. He possesses a great intellect paired with a good memory." (Lexology Thought Leaders Arbitration 2026);
“very highly regarded can do both civil and common law matters.” (Chambers UK 2026 International Arbitration: Arbitrators);
Colin Ong KC regularly acts in high-value shipping and commodities arbitrations across multiple Asian jurisdictions. Colin has a superb analytical mind.  Legal 500 Asia Pacific: The English Bar - Shipping and Commodities (Leading Silk 2024);
“secures plaudits from market observers as a top-notch arbitrator with "excellent civil and common law knowledge. (Lexology Southeast Asia 2024);
“an excellent reputation for being an arbitrator in substantial commercial disputes. He is an efficient arbitrator, diligent, assiduous in his administration and oversight of the arbitral process, scrupulously fair and turns work out on a prompt and efficient basis.” (Legal 500 Arbitrators 2024); 
“a fine lawyer, who is qualified both at common law and also in civil law.” [Legal 500 Asia Pacific: English Bar – Shipping and Commodities 2023]; 
“an undisputed superstar in the market, and is known for his work in a range of areas including infrastructure, energy and shipping.”  [Who’s Who Legal 2016]


Publications:
Numerous conference papers and articles on shipping, international trade and energy legal issues. Author and co-author of many books on advocacy and arbitration including Costs in International Arbitration (Lexis 2013); Interim Measures in International Arbitration (Juris 2013) and others including ASEAN Overview chapter in International Arbitration Review (2015 – 2021);  Dispute Resolution Provisions in the 1999 FIDIC Form of Contracts (ICLG 2015); The Advent of The Trans Pacific Partnership (Trademark Lawyer 2016); Chapter on Bifurcation in The Investment Treaty Arbitration Review (2016 and 2017); Security for Costs chapter, Law & Practice of Injunctions in Singapore (Sweet & Maxwell 2017); Case Strategy chapter in The Guide to Advocacy (GAR) (2017 to 2026); Challenges of Arbitrators in Investment Treaty Arbitration (Chapter); (Law Reviews 2019-2021). Chapter on Res Judicata in Arbitration in The Investment Treaty Arbitration Review (2019); Proposed DSM for BRI Disputes along the Maritime Silk Road (CDR 2021); Chapter on Brunei (ICLG). Editorial board member of Butterworths Journal of International Banking & Financial Law and Maritime Risk International. Former editorial board member of journals including Arbitration (Journal of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators); Dispute Resolution International
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