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Professional Profile
Distinguished maritime professional with 40+ years of hands‑on experience in shipping operations, shipbuilding, repairs, conversions, commercial management, and dispute resolution. Currently serves as a practicing arbitrator and accredited mediator on multiple international panels, combining deep technical knowledge with commercial acumen in English law–based shipping disputes. Also an approved faculty member for the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) introduction course and a visiting lecturer on arbitration, shipping contracts and marine insurance.

Arbitration & Mediation – List / Panel / Membership
· Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC)
· Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC)
· London Maritime Arbitrators Association (LMAA)
· Singapore Chamber of Maritime Arbitration (SCMA)
· Hong Kong Maritime Arbitration Group (HKMAG)
· China Maritime Arbitration Commission (CMAC)
· Dubai International Arbitration Centre (DIAC)
· Asia International Arbitration Centre (AIAC)
· Shenzhen Court of International Arbitration (SCIA)
· Borneo International Centre for Arbitration and Mediation (BICAM)
· AALCO – Hong Kong Regional Arbitration Centre
· Asia Pacific International Arbitration Centre (APIAC)
· Japan Commercial Arbitration Association (JCAA)
· India International Arbitration Centre (IIAC)
· Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators (HKIArb)
· eBRAM
Mediator
· Accredited General Mediator – Hong Kong Mediation Accreditation Association Limited (HKMAAL)
Leadership / Memberships in ADR Bodies
· Council Member – Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators (HKIArb)
· Former Co‑opted Committee Member & Observer – CIArb East Asia Branch

Areas of Expertise (Hands‑on Experience)
· Commercial Disputes – Charterparties (time, voyage, COA), laytime & demurrage, speed/performance claims, bills of lading, letters of indemnity.
· Ship Management & Shipbuilding – Management contracts, damages, accidents, repairs, dry‑docking, conversions, shipbuilding contracts.
· Ship Sale & Purchase; Finance & Leases – BIMCO/NSF/SSF contracts, ship finance agreements, bareboat leases, joint venture (SHA) disputes.

ADR Qualifications & Training
· Virtual Diploma in International Maritime Arbitration (CIArb) – in progress (April 2026)
· Applied Arbitration for Fellows (CIArb) – Two‑day course, September 2023
· Accredited Mediator (HKMAAL) – Stage 2 assessments + 40‑hour General Mediation Training (Hong Kong Mediation Council, Aug 2022), including face‑to‑face role play
· Investment Law & Investor‑State Mediator Training – Dept of Justice (HK), ICSID, Asia Academy of International Law (2018)
· HKIArb Fellowship Workshop (Award Writing) – Led by Prof. Anselmo Reyes SC, in collaboration with LexisNexis (2017)
· Member of CIArb (MCIArb) – Gained through examinations (2005)

Professional Memberships (ADR & Maritime)
· Fellow – Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators (FHKIArb)
· Fellow – International Dispute Resolution and Risk Management Institute, Hong Kong (AFIDRRMI)
· Fellow – Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers (FICS)
· Fellow – Royal Institution of Naval Architects (FRINA)
· Fellow – Institute of Marine Engineers (India) (FIMarE(I))
· Member – Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, UK (MCIArb)
· Professional Member – Institute of Seatransport (PMIoS)
· Associate Fellow (Retd.) – Nautical Institute

Selected ADR & Mediation Experience (Summary)
· Appointed as arbitrator / panel member for maritime disputes under English law.
· Written several awards as sole arbitrator and co‑arbitrator (HKIC, LMAA). Sanitised samples available on request.
· Reference letters (Arbitration & Mediation) available on request.
· Appointed as party maritime expert witness / expert determiner on technical and commercial shipping matters (Arbitration and Hong Kong High Court disputes).
· Faculty member for CIArb introduction course – train aspiring arbitrators in arbitration fundamentals and award writing.
· Regularly delivering CPD‑accredited courses (Law Society of Hong Kong) on major shipping contracts, shipping disputes prevention, bills of lading, LOIs, and underperformance claims.
Training & Academic Leadership
· Lead Faculty – Executive MBA (Shipping, Ports & Logistics), IIM Mumbai & Company of Master Mariners India (2024–present)
· Approved Faculty – CIArb introduction course (Chartered Institute of Arbitrators)
· Visiting Lecturer – Indian Maritime University; Gujarat Maritime University (faculty mentor)
· Director / Trainer – SkillsPlus Pte Ltd / SkillsPlus Ltd (Recognised Partner of Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers)
· Part‑time Lecturer – Hong Kong Polytechnic University
· CPD Courses (Law Society of HK) – Shipping Disputes & Prevention, Introduction to International Arbitration (CIArb faculty), Shipping Contracts Management, Hedging (physical & derivatives), Bills of Lading, LOIs, Underperformance Claims

All training based on English Law.

Awards & Recognition
· 2026 – Lifetime Achievement Award, Devbhoomi Samundra Ratna Samman Awards
· 2025 – Rising Maritime Arbitrator of the Year, 6th GLA Conference, Malaysia
· 2023 – Mentor of the Year, Samudra Manthan Awards
· 2017 – Exemplary Multi‑Faceted Professional of the Year, Sailor Today Awards
· 2016 – Life Time Honorary Member, Beta Gamma Sigma Society, USA
· 2016 – First Class First with Distinction, MSc (Energy Trade & Finance), Bayes Business School
· 1988 – 5th Position in India in the Civil Services (Indian Engineering Services)
· 1987 – Hormusji Khurshedji Bhabha Memorial Prize / Silver Medal: Standing First in MOT Class I examination
· 1981 – President’s Gold Medal, Narrottam Morarji Prize and Institute of Naval Architects (EZ) Gold Medal during passing out from DMET (1977–1981 Batch)

Industry Leadership & Public Service
· Member, Maritime Services Training Board, VTC, Government of HKSAR (2025–present)
· Council Member, Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators
· Ambassador (Hong Kong) – Baltic Expert Witness Association (BEWA)
· Chairman (2020–2024) & Global Membership Committee Member (2025–present) – Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers
· Technical Committees (Past Member): LR, ClassNK 
· Equality, Diversity & Inclusiveness: Past Executive Committee Member of WISTA Hong Kong; Diversity List, Zubin Foundation
· Indian Chamber of Commerce: Shipping Committee, India Committee



Brief Career Synopsis (Dispute Resolution & Commercial Shipping)
	Period
	Role

	2017–present
	Independent Arbitrator, Mediator, Shipping Expert & Expert Witness

	2026–present
	Independent Non‑Executive Director, Heidmar Maritime Holdings Corp.

	2016–present
	Director, SkillsPlus – Ship Finance & Bareboat Lease Consultant, Professional Training (including arbitration/mediation courses)

	2013–2015
	Co‑Head of Freight & Global Head of Shipping Assets, Noble Chartering

	2007–2013
	Executive Vice President, Noble Chartering

	2002–2006
	Market analysis, newbuilding, project management, S&P, technical management – KC Maritime Ltd.

	1995–2002
	Technical Manager – newbuildings, repairs, conversions, operations – KC Maritime Ltd.


Earlier: Seagoing experience as junior till Chief Engineer (product tankers, dry bulk); New Building Supervisor in Samsung, South Korea; Indian Railway Service of Mechanical Engineers (1988–1990).

Publications & Speaking (Selected)
· Contributor to publications such as eMarina, Seaview, Sailor Today, BIMCO Review, Marine Engineers' Review.
· Speaker / moderator / panellist for International Chamber of Shipping, Dry Shipping Summits, Marine Money, Coatlrans, Intercem, India Shipping Summit, Knect365, ACI, FICCI, CII, and many other conferences/events.

Link to detailed background, industry training courses, presentations, university lectures and publications: [Detailed Background]
